CHAPTER II
COTTON GROWING
THE word "cotton" may be traced to the language of
Arabia, a country where the plant is indigenous. Cotton
was doubtless used for clothing in the very early days of
human history. It was introduced into Western Europe
at the era of the Mohammedan conquest, and, as a
matter of fact, it was n Mohammedan Spain that cotton
manufacture first began in Europe.
Cotton was well known and in common use in, India long
before the Christian era, for in a book written about
800 B.C. the plant is referred to frequently, and in such
a way as to show that it was quite familiar. About
200 B.C. cotton reached the shores of the Mediterranean,
and in the year 70 B.C. it is recorded that the Romans
used tents, awnings, and canopies made of cotton.
Pliny writes about the cultivation of cotton in Upper
Egypt, and mentions that the priests' garments were
made of cotton in A.D. 70. Nearchus, the admiral of
Alexander the Great, who took part of his army along
the shores of the Arabian and Persian Gulf about 327 B.C,,
says: " There are in India trees bearing as it were branches
of wool. The natives made linen garments of it, wearing
a shirt which reached to the middle of the leg, a sheet
folded about the shoulders, and a turban rolled round the
head, and the linen made by them from this substance
was fine and whiter than any other/' Our word "calico"
was originally given to this familiar material because it
came from the Indian port of Calicut. From India cotton
plants were probably sent to China and other neighbouring
countries.
It is recorded that in the year A.D. 970 cotton cultiva-
tion and manufacturing was firmly established in Spain.
England during the thirteenth century imported cotton,
but only for use in the making of candle wick.
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